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Iowa Library Association 
Des Moines Meeting 

The 1927 meeting of the Iowa Li- 
brary Association will be held in Des 
Moines, October 18th to 20th. 

Headquarters and Meeting Places 

Fort Des Moines Hotel will be head- 
quarters and some of the meetings will 
be held in the ball room of the hotel. 
One meeting will probably be held at 
Drake University. Announcement will 
be made later of other meeting places. 

Hotel Rates 

Reservations should be made early 
direct with the hotel management. The 
rates given apply to two in a room. 
Single rates will be available when 
desired at a reasonable reduction from 
the double rates quoted. 

Brown Hotel—Without bath $2.50- 
$3.00, with bath $4.00-$4.50. 

Chamberlain Hotel—Without 
$3.00-$3.50, with bath $4.00-$6.00. 

Elliott Hotel—Without bath $2.00- 
$2.50, with bath $3.00-$4.00. 

Hotel Fort Des Moines—With bath, 
$5.00-$8.50. 
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Foster Hotel—Without bath, $2.00- 
$2.50, with bath $2.50-$3.50. 

Franklin Hotel—With bath $3.00- 
$5.00. 

Irwin Hotel—Without bath $2.25. 
with bath $2.50-$4.00. 

Lloyd Hotel—Without bath $2.00, 
with bath $3.50. 

Martin Hotel—Without bath $2.00- 
$2.50, with bath $3.50-$4.00. 

Randolph Hotel — Without bath 


$2.50-$2.75, with bath $3.00-$4.00. 
Rogers Hotel—Without bath $2.00- 
$2.50, with bath $2.50-$3.50. 
Hotel Savery Il1I—With bath $4.00- 


$7.00. 

Victoria Hotel—With bath $3.00- 
$4.00. 

Wellington Hotel — Without bath 


$1.50-$2.50, with bath $2.50-$3.50. 
Travel Connections 
Through railroad lines and connec- 
tion branch lines, interurban service 
and busses make Des Moines available 
to all parts of the state. This should 
insure a large attendance. 
Program 
The program is not vet ready for an- 





nouncement but the committee are hop- 
ing to have Miss Tyler and other inter- 


esting and inspiring speakers. The 
meeting of the Des Moines Women’s 
Clubs on Wednesday may make pos- 
sible an unusually pleasant day for the 
librarians. 
Membership Dues 

Membership dues may be paid at Des 
Moines but if paid in advance will save 
time for the treasurer and those paying 
and will enable the program committee 
to know the amount which will be 
available for speakers. If not already 
paid, dues should be sent to Miss Mary 
B. Lee, Publie Library, Oskaloosa. 





Program 


Library Workers’ Conference 
June 30-July 1 
State University 
lowa City 


Thursday, June 30th, 2 P. M. 

Edward H. Lauer, Director Extension 
Division, State University of Iowa, 
presiding. 

School and Library: Two Types of 
Education, Paul C. Packer, Dean of 
the College of Edueation and Diree- 
tor of the Summer Session, State Uni- 
versity of Iowa. 

Interdependence of High School and 
College Library Use, Frank K. Wal- 
ter, Librarian, University of Minne- 
sota. 

Thursday Evening, 8 P. M. 

London in Literature (Illustrated ad- 
dress), Mrs. Nellie Slayton Aurner, 
Assistant Professor of English, State 
University of Towa. 

Informal Reception. 

Friday, July 1, 9:30 A. M. 

Julia A. Robinson, Secretary, Iowa Li- 
brary Commission, presiding. 

Greeting from the University, Presi- 
dent Walter A. Jessup. 

Personal Contacts in the Library, Eva 
T. Canon, Librarian Council Bluffs 
Public Library. 

Adult Education in St. Louis Public 
Library, Margery Doud, Chief of the 
Readers’ Advisory Service, St. Louis 
Publie Library. 

Friday, July 1, 2 P. M. 

Emma Felsenthal, Acting Director, 

Summer Library School, presiding. 
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Recreational Literature, Mae ©. An- 
ders, Des Moines Publie Library. 
Rural Library Service (Illustrated), 
Samuel T. Ranck, Librarian, Public 
Library, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
District Meetings, 1927 
The eight district meetings of the 
Iowa Library Association for 1927 were 
held, as announced in the last issue of 
the Quarterly, at New Hampton, Clin- 
ton, Eldon, Red Oak, Denison, Spencer, 
Clarion and Newton, between April 

26th and May 13th. 

The meetings seemed to the secre- 
tary exceptionally good and well at- 
tended though the registration was 
smaller than a vear ago, being but 233 
outside the entertaining libraries. The 
attendance at the different meetings 
was very nearly the same, with one ex- 
ception, running between thirty-five 
and forty. 

The number of libraries represented 
was 107. The largest number of trus- 
tees present was sixteen at Denison, the 
same as last vear at Lake City in the 
same district, so the Middle west dis- 
trict must be considered the banner 
district in the matter of trustees at- 
tending. Sixty-one trustees attended 
the eight meetings, being a slight gain 
over last year. The largest number to 
sit down at lunch was at Newton with 
fifty-five present which included the 
entertainers and other local people. 

The cordial spirit of weleome on the 
part of the local people, which adds so 
greatly to the enjoyment of an ocea- 
sion, was manifest at each meeting. 
In most cases lunch was served at the 
hotel but at Eldon it was served by one 
of the loeal churches, at Denison in the 
library by the library board, and at 
Newton at the Country Club. where 
the afternoon session was held. 

At Eldon the visitors were taken for 
a ride after luncheon and at Denison 
they were taken to the home of the 
president of the board for tea at the 
close of the afternoon session. At New- 
ton a very enjoyable musical program 
was given by high school students dur- 
ing the lunch hour. 
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At each meeting the visitors voiced 
their appreciation and gratitude for 
their entertainment in a vote of thanks 
before adjournment. 

Mr. Brigham, president of the I. L. 
A., was unable to attend any but the 
Newton meeting but fortunately a mem- 
ber of the Executive Board of the as- 
sociation resides in each district but 
the northwest, though Miss Lee, the 
treasurer, was unable to be present 
because of a broken ankle. 

Miss Converse, of Creseo, registrar, 
attended the New Hampton meeting; 
Mrs. Nelson, secretary, the Red Oak 
meeting; and Mr. Brown, first vice 
president, the Denison and Clarion 
meetings. In each case announcement 
of the state meeting was made and 
dues collected and sent to the treas- 
urer. The A. L. A. meeting and dues 
were also announced. 

Mr. Brown’s presence was especially 
helpful and at Clarion a playlet writ- 
ten by Mr. Brown in the interest of 
increased attention to the mechanies of 
reading was successfully put on by Mr. 
Brown and members of his staff. 

The Clarion meeting was also made 
memorable by the announcement by 
Mrs. Ellis of the signing of a contract 
in Hardin county by the board of su- 
pervisors and the library boards of the 
county by which Hardin county be- 
comes the first county to have ecounty- 
wide library service. At this meeting 
mimeographed programs were provided 
through the courtesy of Mr. C. H. 
Crowe of the local board. 

The program as outlined also in the 
last Quarterly was carried out with such 
modifications as time and attendance 
made necessary. 

The roll eall took the form of the 
popular amusement, ‘‘Ask me an- 
other.’’ Many problems were thus 
brought out and informally diseussed 
to the benefit of all. Lack of space 
forbids extended notice. For the same 
reason only a few of the very excellent 
introductions opening the discussion of 
the various topies on the program are 
given. Trustees were asked to intro- 
duce the discussion of finances but in 
some cases were unable to be present. 











Helpful book talks were given by 
Miss Clark of Dubuque and two of her 
assistants at New Hampton; Miss Shell- 
enberger of Davenport and her assist- 
ants at Clinton; assistants from the 
Burlington library at Eldon; Miss 
Canon of Council Bluffs at Red Oak, 
Miss Hopper of Fort Dodge at Spencer, 
Miss Barrette and assistants from Fort 
Dodge at Clarion, and Miss Anders and 
Miss King from the Des Moines Public 
Library, and Miss Murphy of the Li- 
brary Commission, at Newton. 

The subject of cooperative book buy- 
ing and reenforeced bindings was dis- 
cussed at all the meetings. Book lists 
were distributed at each meeting and 
have since been sent to the librarians 
not attending. 





Hardin the First County to Have 
Library Service 

For several years past the secretary 
of the Library Commission has in- 
dulged in the pastime of guessing 
which would be the first county library 
in Iowa. That question was answered 
by the library board and Mrs. Vivian 
Klemme-Ellis, librarian of the Iowa 
Falls Publie Library, in securing the 
signing of contracts by the county su- 
pervisors and the library boards of the 
Iowa Falls, Eldora and Alden public 
libraries. By these contracts, begin- 
ing with September, the rural schools 
of the county will be supplied with 
books from these libraries which will 
receive payment in proportion to the 
schools served. Had the county library 
bill gone through the legislature, this 
service would have included the towns 
also, with an appropriation of $12,000 
to cover the entire county. 

This is a subject for great rejoicing 
for what has been done in one county 
ean be done in another and should 
make the effort easier in every other 
county. The question of a county li- 
brary in a county with more than one 
library is answered here also and with 
one library only it will be much more 
easily administered. Which will be 
next? 
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VACATION READING 


By Grace C. Murphy, Librarian, 
Traveling Library 

Every librarian is confronted, at this 
time of the year, with the problem of 
deciding upon a definite plan to en- 
courage and stimulate reading among 
the children during the summer 
months. 

We all recognize the fact that read- 
ing is a habit which is formed in the 
early years of childhood, and which 
requires constant encouragement and 
personal guidance on the part of all 
who are interested in the development 
of the child. 

Children need to have their reading 
directed during the vacation period. 
This is the time of relaxation and unre- 
stricted joy. There is, perhaps, no 
other time during the entire vear, when 
there is as great an opportunity for 
opening up new fields of delight by in- 
troducing new, attractive books to the 
juvenile readers of a community. 

The first thing to keep in mind is 
that the child is to be directed in the 
ioy or fun of reading, rather than to 
be made to feel it his duty to wade 
through a given number of books on a 
definite list in order to ‘‘keep up”’ 
with his fellow playmates who, in turn 
are doing the very same thing. 

There are various ways and means 
of influencing children in their reading 
habits. Great care should be taken to 
avoid the use of artificial devices in 
stimulating this interest. Reading for 
eredit or reward should have no place 
in the plan for summer reading. It 
is the same principle and has very 
much the same effect as giving a boy a 
dollar for learning his spelling lesson. 
Our very purpose is defeated in this 
way. Caroline Hewins, pioneer in chil- 
drens’ work, during her 50 years of 
librarianship in Hartford, Conn., did 
much to heip the children of America 
to form natural, wholesome reading 
habits. and to read for pure pleasure 
and delight. Reading for credit or re- 
ward was unknown among her young 
patrons. 

We need to feel the importance of 
meeting children on their own ground 














and introducing to them the books 
which by their charm, their beauty and 
their elements of appeal, arouse new 
interests and awaken within the chil- 
dren new ideals. 

Methods of arousing such interests 
are numerous. Vacation reading clubs, 
travel clubs, library clubs and poetry 
clubs, all provide an excellent oppor- 
tunity for arousing and stimulating 
hook interests. 

A vacation reading club may be used 
during the summer as a substitute for 
the regular story hour. The work of 
the elub ineluding organization, pro- 
gram, ete., would need to be regulated 
according to loeal conditions. All 
children are by nature what we may 
term, ‘‘jiners,’’ and splendid results 
may be obtained by mounting an at- 
tractive poster on the bulletin board 
with such a caption as ‘‘Have you 
joined the Vacation Reading Club?” 

Members of such a club will of 
course wish to keep some record of 
their reading and this can be done very 
nicely by distributing to each member, 
at the time of his registration in the 
elub, a small booklet such as ‘‘ Books 
I Have Read’’ (Gaylord) in which the 
child may enter the author, title and 
anything of particular interest con- 
cerning the book which he has just 
read. These entries and notes are for 
the child’s own perusal and are not to 
be considered as book reports. He will 
soon develop a great deal of pride in 
these personal entries and will at times 
be eager to share choice bits with the 
‘‘liberry teacher.’’ Regular meetings 
may be held when the children are en- 
couraged to talk about their favorite 
hooks, interesting authors, and recite 
poetry. 

Attractive lists of books, such as ‘‘A 
Treasure Chest,’’ and ‘‘Around the 
World in 30 Books’’ have proven very 
successful for vacation reading. With 
the first list effective posters may be 
used, made with bright colored pirate 
pictures mounted on black cardboard, 
on which are listed some of the various 
treasures found in books. This never 
fails to bring delight to both boys and 


girls. 


The list entitled ‘‘ Around the World 
in 30 Books’’ can be made most in- 
teresting when used in connection with 
a globe or map of the world on which 
the children may trace their journey 
from one country to another, by the 
books they read, until they have en- 
circled the globe without leaving their 
home town. Books similar to the ones 
suggested on the list may be used in 
order that all may be supplied with 
books on the various countries. These 
books need not be confined to travel 
books, as fiction and fairy tales often 
contribute quite as essentially as his- 
tory or travel. 

Suggestive lists may be obtained and 
additional books necessary to supple- 
ment the collection in the local library 
may be borrowed, from the Towa Li- 
brary Commission. 

At the close of the vacation period, 
after using one of the above mentioned 
plans or something similar there is no 
doubt that the child’s power of appre- 
ciation and his joy in reading will be 
much more highly developed than if he 
had received a certificate or prize for 
reading ten books on a given list. 

If we give careful consideration to 
the importance of stimulating this joy 
of reading, and stimulate it in the right 
way, among our juvenile readers, we 
have, in a measure, solved the problem 
of adult education of the future gen- 
eration. 

Librarians Receive College Degrees 

Two Iowa librarians have continued 
their regular library duties and taken 
college studies and are receiving their 
college degrees at the June commence- 
ments—Mrs. Evelyn Spencer Bray, li- 
brarian of the Stewart Library, Grin- 
nell, from Grinnell College: and Mrs. 
Vivian Klemme-Ellis, librarian of the 
Towa Falls Publie Library, from Ells- 
worth College. Mrs. Ellis in addition 
to her regular library work has put 
over the county library project which 
will give library service to Hardin 
County in September. Great credit is 
due to librarians with the determina- 
tion and pluck to accomplish what 
these two have done. 
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Miss Rose Leaves Iowa 

Grace D. Rose, efficient librarian of 
the Des Moines Publie Library for the 
past seven years, has resigned her posi- 
tion to become librarian at Morristown, 
New Jersey. 

During Miss Rose’s term of service 
in Des Moines the number of branches 
has grown from two to eight and the 
number of borrowers from 34,000 to 
47,000 and the library has taken its 
place as a city institution as never be- 
fore. 

Previous to coming to Des Moines 
Miss Rose was librarian at Davenport 
for fourteen years and in all these years 
in Iowa she has been active in the li- 
brary work of the state, being president 
of the Iowa Library Association in 1912 
and serving often on important com- 
mittees. Her judgment was safe and 
sane and her interest in state work al- 
ways certain and her going will be a 
distinet loss to the state as well as to 
the city. 





Short Cuts* 
By Mary E. McCoy, Indianola 

The suggestions given in this dis- 
cussion are either being tried in the 
Indianola or in some other library. 

The first ‘‘short-cut’’ that is a time- 
saver is the training of the students in 
all grades in ‘‘ How to use the library.’’ 
Then when a child wants certain li- 
brary material he will know how to 
find it for himself both from the ecata- 
log and the Reader’s Guide. We train 
all children from primary’ grades 
through Junior and Senior High School 
but naturally the primary children 
learn only a limited amount as where 
to find their books and how to place 
them on the shelves, care of books, ete. 
From the fifth grade on training is 
given in the use of the Reader’s Guide 
and the catalog. 

Reference Work. Club programs are 
kept on file and material in readiness 
for the leader thus saving a rush when 
the call comes. The same is done for 
school reference work, special tables 
being reserved for certain subjects. 

Bibliographies of recent book reviews 


*Read at the Newton meeting, May 13, 1927. 





are kept on file and when a patron is 
asked to review a certain book for a 


club program the criticisms of others 
are easily obtained for her. 

A box at the desk containing reviews 
of recent fiction—reviews being clipped 
from the Book Review Digest and 
mounted on catalog cards—proves help- 
ful. <A ready reference collection near 
the desk as Grangers, Ferkins, ete. 
makes for time very often. 

Circulation Desk. (1) The larger the 
accession numbers the better and easier 
on the eve and the fewer strays and 
snags. (2) If the typewritten number 
on book card is divided as 10-241 in- 
stead of 10241 the eye grasps it the 
more readily. (3) If the price mark is 
placed on the book ecard, when a patron 
loses a book the cost may be given with- 
out delay in looking it up in the acces- 
sion record. (4) Different colored pen- 
cils used for different dates are help- 
ful and if the color scheme is the same 
as pink eard and pencils for seven day 
books it saves ‘‘wear and tear on 
brains.’’ 

Order Department. When one edition 
of a standard proves satisfactory it is 
wise to keep to that edition in ordering 
replacements. If the order cards are 
kept when a new copy is to be ordered 
all the data is handy and no time need 
be spent pouring over the U. S. catalog. 

General. If the pocket is wider than 
the book card, it makes for speed in 
slipping books. If it is wider at the 
bottom than the top it also makes for 
speed. 

If you have trouble with books stick- 
ing together after shellacing if they are 
rubbed afterward with a cloth contain- 
ing a slight amount of olive oil, it will 
help. Don’t use enough to make it the 
least bit greasy. 

During the school rush when books 
are piled high on the delivery desk many 
times they are taken by borrowers by 
mistake without being checked. As the 
hooks are returned to the desk a shelf or 
two can be kept vacant for them beneath 
the desk, and they ean be placed there 
immediately. When the rush is over 
they ean be slipped without so many 
errors. This also furnishes good prac- 
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tice work for an apprentice at an hour 
when few patrons are entering. 

Strays. When a book is found without 
any slip, put it on the ‘‘stray’’ shelf and 
if in time no ecard is found make two 
duplicates for each book. These bear 
the date when the duplicate is made 
and may be on a startling colored slip. 
One of these duplicates is placed in the 
book and the other is placed in a dnu- 
plieate file. Perhaps while the book is 
in circulation the card is found that be- 
longs to it. To assure one’s self that it 
is the right eard consult the file of du- 
plicates mentioned above. If this is the 
original for this ‘‘strav’’ remove and 
tear up the bright colored duplicate 
placed in the duplicate file, and leave 
the original slip in its place. When the 
hook comes back by noting the other 
bright colored slip and referring to the 
duplicates the book and its original card 
can often be reunited without having to 
withhold the book from cireulation. 

When hunting for books in dark 
places without proper light, a catalog 
eard placed under the numbers on the 
backs of the books will act as a reflector 
of the light above and show the number 
vou are hunting for, or the title. This 
is especially efficacious if the book has 
a gold shelf number or a gold title, as 
the gold reflects the light. This scheme 
saves time and eyes. 


Miss Van Cleve in Iowa 


Jessie Van Cleve, specialist in chil- 
dren’s libraries, will be in the state to 
speak in Chariton about November 
10th. Miss Van Cleve is an interesting 
speaker and will give impetus to chil- 
dren’s work and children’s reading in 
any community where she talks. At the 
present writing it is impossible to tell 


what the prospects are for other en- 
gagements but librarians. interested are 
asked to write to the secretary of the 
Library Commission where further in- 
formation may be obtained. This is 
too good an opportunity for librarians 
to allow to pass unused. 





Libraries at the Davenport Biennial 
the 
Federation of 
Women’s Clubs in Davenport, May 18- 
20, in various ways. 

Very attractive exhibits of the Dav- 
enport Public Library and county li- 


Libraries 
meeting of 


were represented at 
the lowa 


braries greeted visitors on their en- 
trance to the Art Gallery. Books, book 
lists, posters and leaflets were in evi- 
dence, among them being Miss Long’s 
prize winning list of ‘‘200 books for 
the home.’’ 

Books were also a feature of various 
department exhibits. 

The Book Wagon stood before the 
entrance bearing an ‘‘Official’’ placard 
and took part in the scenic drive on 
Friday afternoon and, as usual, elicited 
much comment. 

A library breakfast was held on Fri- 
day morning, an account of which from 
the Davenport Times, follows with the 
questionnaire used. 

At the general Friday 
morning Harriet Long, now chief of 
the Traveling Library Department of 
the Wisconsin Library Commission but 
having been in charge of county librar- 
ies in California and Ohio, and author 
of ‘‘County library service,’’ gave a 
very practical and inspiring talk show- 
ing the need of such service and meth- 
ods of carrying it on growing out of 
her own experience and that of other 
county library workers. The club 
women of Iowa must be one of the 
large factors in bringing about county 
libraries in the state and Miss Long’s 
address will be an important element 
in giving inspiration in this direction. 
The only regret is that so many had 
gone home before this session. 

While not strictly a library part of 
the program Miss Shellenberger’s very 
delightful talk on ‘‘The Mississippi 
River in Literature’’ brought reflected 
publicity to libraries in the pleasure 
which it gave. The same might also 
be said of Mr. Richman’s talk on 
‘“‘Towa under Mencken and _ Brook- 
hart,’’ were it known that Mr. Rich- 
man is a trustee of the Muscatine Pub- 
lie Library. 


session on 
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Library Breakfast at the Women’s 
Club Biennial 

The library breakfast this morning 
at the Davenport Outing Club, at 
which about seventy library trustees 
were present, was a delightful feature 
of today’s program for the delegates 
to the biennial convention of the lowa 
Federation of Women’s Clubs. Miss 
Julia A. Robinson, secretary of the 
Iowa Library Commission, presided. 

Among the guests were Mrs. Horace 
Mann Towner, wife of the governor of 
Porto Rico, and Miss Harriet Catherine 
Long of Madison, Wis., chief of the 
Traveling Library Department of the 
Wisconsin State Library Commission, 
both of whom were on the general con- 
vention program today. 

The program opened with an infor- 
mal ‘‘Ask me another’’ stunt, Miss 
Robinson putting ten questions on li- 
brary work and people connected with 
the service in Iowa, which were an- 
swered by different guests. The names 
of Mrs. J. W. Watzek and Mrs. Towner 
were given in answer to the question, 
‘““‘Who are the most distinguished li- 
brary trustees in Iowa?’’ 

Mrs. Towner, who was formerly a 
member of the Iowa Library Commis- 
sion, and who is a trustee of the public 
library at Corning, Iowa, spoke briefly 
of the growth of library work in lowa, 
paying a tribute to the women of the 
state for their part in its advancement. 
She pointed out that the first traveling 
library was established in Iowa in 
1897 as a result of the efforts of a 
group of women. 

Mrs. J. W. Watzek, member of the 
board of trustees of the Davenport 
Publie Library, and Miss Grace Shell- 
enberger, librarian, were also called on 
for short talks. Miss Long brought 
gcreetings from the Wisconsin Library 
Association and Mrs. John Fox Lake, 
president of the Iowa Federation of 
Women’s Clubs, spoke briefiv. Miss 
Robinson emphasized the need of help 
from the women of the state in pro- 
moting the county library project, de- 
seribing its service and telling how it 
may be obtained by the different coun- 
ties. 


Tulips and other garden flowers were 
used to decorate the tables and attrac- 
tive hand made place cards were pro- 
vided for the guests by the staff of the 
Davenport Library. 

—Davenport Times, May 20, 1927. 





What’s the Answer? 

1. What does A L A stand for be- 
sides Alabama? 

2. Who is the most distinguished 
library trustee in Iowa? 

3. What is library cooperative buy- 
ing? 

4. What Iowa library was men- 
tioned in a recent book? 

>». Where will the state library 
meeting be held this fall? 

6. How many county libraries in 
Iowa? 

7. Which is the first county to have 
county-wide library service? 

8. Why should not your library be 
next? 

9. What is the average cost per acre 
of a county library tax (1 mill)? 

10. Have you invited Miss Lydia to 
Visit your county this summer? 





Hospital Library Service at Ottumwa 

This year will mark the twentieth 
anniversary of the inauguration of the 
hospital service of Ottumwa _ Public 
Library. The library has the distine- 
tion of being the first library to estab- 
lish a regular hospital service. 

The monthly cireulation approxi- 
mates 350 volumes. During the year 
ending April 1, books to the total num- 
ber of 3,466 were read by patienis. The 
service on June 1, 1925, was reorgan- 
ized under the present system. Miss 
Jessie Porter, one of the assistant li- 
brarians, visits Ottumwa _ Hospital 
twice each week. Library days at the 
hospital are Tuesdays and Saturdays. 
Books are ordered through Miss Por- 
ter and, if the volume desired is not 
among those in stock at the hospital, it 
is obtained later from the shelves of 
the publie library. 

The kinds of books read by the pa- 
tients depends upon their previous ad- 
ventures among authors. Books on 
medicine or the various ills of mankind 
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are never read. QOut-of-town patients 
are much impressed by the library 
service, many forming their first con- 
tacts with such an institution through 
this medium. 

A feature of the service is the attrae- 
tive serap books prepared by the li- 
brary assistant. These are in bright 
buckram bindings and, for adults, con- 
tain stories from magazines. For 
youngsters who have not learned to 
read, bright colored pictures form the 
book. Cut out puzzles, cards on which 
colored yarn ean be sewed and picture 
puzzles are also collected by the as- 
sistant for the small patients. 

The service also embraces special 
hooks for nurses and at the request of 
those in charge, the service has been 
extended to special nurses. Books per- 
tinent to nursing from the loeal library 
stock are used in nursing classes. 

The popularity of the service is evi- 
denced bv the fact that a library cart 
has been purchased onlv recently and 
installed at Ottumwa Hospital. The 
latter is construeted to hold books, 
magazines and newspapers, and can be 
wheeled into the rooms of the patients. 

Ottumwa Courier, Mav 11, 1927. 


Early Children’s Books 

As an interesting exhibit the Library 
Commission is desirous of making a col- 
lection of early children’s books. This 
means books published before 1860. 
There may be such in some of the homes 
and some of the libraries. Aside from 
a sentimental value connected with 
family or personal association these 
books are of value educationally and 
historically only and we believe could 
be used to better advantage by the 
Librarv Commission where they will be 
accessible together to the whole state 
than seattered through homes or local 
libraries. 

Therefore, will librarians or board 
members having early children’s books 
communicate with the seeretary of the 
Library Commission with a view of 
donating or loaning them to the Li- 
brarv Commission for the purpose indi- 
cated? 


A Librarian's Reverie* 


(With Apologies to Longfellow) 
By M. Berdena Jay, Shenandoah 


I stood at the desk one evening, 
As the clock was pointing to ten; 
The moon rose over the city, 

It was time I was home, e’en then. 


But ere I drew the curtain 

On the things of the day that was done, 
I thought of the tasks behind me, 

And the race that my feet had run. 


I seemed to see the people, 
Throughout the whole long day, 
Who came to gain more knowledge, 
Or take some books away. 


I saw the whole procession, 
Still passing to and fro, 

The young heart hot and restless, 
The old subdued and slow. 


The man who sought to locate 

A hero of bygone days, 

The smart young miss, who wished to read 
The latest modern plays. 


The lad who wished the story, 
Of the Billy Goat called Gruff 
And thought it more important 
Than dry old Shakespeare stuff. 


The patron who said he could read 
At least two books a day, 

Who liked the modern authors, 

His favorite was Zane Grey. 


A youth came next with breathless haste, 
Whose thoughts were on the sky; 

He had made an aeroplane 

But could not make it fly. 


A girl came in with ianguid air 

She was tired of school and history, 
But wanted a book just full of thrills, 
Would I give her one of mystery? 


The topic next presented 

Was the borer on the corn, 
Then whereabouts in the Bible 
Did Gabriel blow his horn? 


And while the people waited, 

A telephone call came; 

A bright blue bird flew in the yard, 
Would I please tell his name? 


I thought how many thousand 
Librarians much like me, 

Are working and puzzling and striving 
To solve the problems that be. 


I wished of all librarians, 
A perfect one to see, 
And my heart was filled with longing, 


An efficient one to be. 


*Read at the Red Oak meeting, May 4, 1927 
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How often, oh, how often, 

In the days that have gone by, 

Have we sat and thought and pondered, 
O’er what it was best to buy. 


How often, oh, how often, 

I have wished that some Culprit Fay 
Would bear me away to some corner, 
Where I might read books all day. 


I like to be a librarian, 

The duties are pleasant you see, 
It’s only when tired and weary, 
The shadows creep over me. 


And forever and forever, 

As long as knowledge grows, 
Librarians will be asked questions, 
The good Lord only knows. 


Trustee Efficiency 


‘*When a community wishes library 
service it hires library experts to fur- 
nish the service and appoints a board 
to represent it in its relations with 
these. It is the board’s business to de- 
cide on what results it wishes its ex- 
perts to achieve, leaving to them the 
selection of methods; to see that they 
attain these results, replacing them 
with others if they fail, and to supply 
the necessary funds. It should not 
busy itself with details, but devote all 
its energies to these simple but com- 
prehensive duties. A board member 
should not attempt to be a librarian, 
nor should a librarian try to be a 
board member. They have distinct 
spheres, both highly necessary to the 
success of the institution, but not im- 
proved by scrambling them.’’—Arthur 
E. Bostwick. The Whole Duty of a Li- 
brary Trustee, Trustees Section, A. L. 
A., Fiftieth Anniversary Conference, 
October 4, 1926. 





Library Workers’ Conference 
Meet me at Iowa City, June 30th-July 
1st! Excellent program, good speakers, 
(See page 146) beautiful location, fine 
weather promised. A congenial gather- 
ing of librarians which you cannot af- 
ford to miss. 





Ten Reasons Why Library Trustees 
Should Join the A. L. A. 


1 Because it is the official organi- 
zation of libraries and of the library 
profession of the United States and 
Canada. 

2 Because there are 50,000,000 peo- 
ple in the United States and Canada 
without library service and only organ- 
ized effort can reach them. 

3 Because the A. L. A. Bulletin 
which goes to all members helps a 
trustee to keep abreast of the times in 
library activities. 

4 Because it maintains a free em- 
ployment bureau through which li- 
brarians and library assistants may be 
obtained. 

5 Beeause it issues many publiea- 
tions which help libraries to save time 
and money. 

6 Beeause it maintains a free ad- 
visory bureau where information and 
advice may be secured about almost 
every phase of library work. 

7 Beeause it holds annual confer- 
ences which afford an opportunity for 
inspirational, personal contact with 
members of the library profession from 
all parts of the world. 

8 Because it is striving for the ex- 
tension and improvement of library 
service everywhere. 

9 Because the price of membership 
is merely nominal and the Association 
needs the support of every one inter- 
ested in libraries. 

10 Beeause every trustee owes a 
duty to the national as well as to the 
local library movement. 

I. L. A. Bulletin, May 1927. 





A Correction 

In the Biennial Report of the Iowa 
Library Commission the salary of the 
librarian at Marshalltown was given 
as $2,400 and the number of volumes 
added as 510 instead of $2,040 and 
1,785. Please make correction in the 
copy of the report in your library. 
Apologies are made to Marshalltown 
for the errors. 
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Lydia Roberts Scholarships 

Reference was made in the last Quar- 
terly to the Lydia Roberts scholarships 
now open to Iowa librarians. It is a 
pleasure to announce that three li- 
brarians have received scholarships for 
the coming school yvear—Catherine 
Condon, an assistant in the Des Moines 
Public Library, a graduate of St. Jo- 
seph College, Dubuque; Alice Gay, an 
assistant in the circulation department 
of the State University library, a grad- 
uate of State University of Iowa; and 
Fave Collicott of Indianola, a gradu- 
ate of Simpson College and of the Iowa 
Summer Library School, for the past 
two vears employed in the Ely, Minne- 
sota, high school library. 


Group Meetings 

In the larger libraries a staff meeting 
is held weekly for the review of books 
and diseussion of problems and plans. 
Would it not be helpful if the librari- 
ans in a county or along a line of rail- 
way or otherwise contiguous, could get 
together, say onee a month, for a half 
day of informal conference on books 
and other problems? The meetings 
could be held in the different libraries 
in turn or in the one most accessible. 
Nothing which will add to the burden 
of the busy librarian is suggested but 
a getting together and getting away 
from the routine of daily work which 
would be refreshing and profitable. 


New Library Commission Lists 

The Library Commission lists of 
‘*100 Good Books for Boys and Girls”’ 
and ‘‘ Around the World in 30 Books’’ 
have been revised and are now avail- 
able at the commission office, 100 ecop- 
ies or less without charge. The travel 
list makes an attractive list for summer 
reading clubs. 





Arden 
Arden need not be a forest 
And a brook, 
It can be a bow! of roses 
And a book. 








County Libraries 








The Iowa Book Wagon 

After a winter of quiet the Book 
Wagon was brought from its retire- 
ment to appear at the American Home 
Conference in Des Moines in March 
and the National Social Workers Con- 
ference in May. 

It was also present at the meeting of 
the lowa Federation of Women’s Clubs 
in Davenport, May 18-20, going from 
there to Clinton for a week’s travel in 
Clinton County. Of this Miss Egan 
writes: 

‘Last night I finished making a tour 
of Clinton County stopping at twenty- 
odd places. Twice we had to be pulled 
out of the mud. However, all of the 
hard work was made easier by the fact 
that the idea was well received every- 
where. 

In each town we hunted out some 
representative business man, talked 
over the proposition and left literature. 
These men considered it a big idea well 
worth while. A man at Grand Mound 
said, ‘Why, that is the biggest thing 
that has been proposed to us for a long 
time.’ If there were someone who 
could do follow up work in this county 
in the fall I feel sure that stations 
could be placed in several of the 
towns.”’ 

The summer schedule is not full and 
librarians wishing to use the car are 
urged to write their wishes at once to 
Mrs. Jessie B. Gordon, Publie Library, 
Iowa City, chairman of the County Li- 
brary Committee of the I. L. A. 

Libraries to whom the service charge 
of $25.00 seems prohibitive may be able 
to secure some help from the Chamber 
of Commerce or the Women’s Club. A 
further encouragement is the experi- 
ence of a number of librarians last year 
who found that enough tickets were 
sold to country borrowers to almost, if 
not quite, pay the service charge. 

A driver will be furnished this year, 
as last, but the libraries using the car 
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will be asked to provide board and 
lodging for him and a garage for the 
ear. Often this can be arranged with- 
out cost. 

There is no doubt about the stimu- 
lus given to county and town library 
interest by the book car, sometimes 
with immediate results as in Franklin 
County where the librarian writes that 
a contract with the board of education 
for one school was brought about by 
the car last fall. 

In other cases, though the result may 
not come as quickly, it is without doubt 
bread upon the water which will bring 
forth fruit at some future day. 

The librarians using the car last 
summer feel that better service is ren- 
dered by travels up and down the coun- 
try roads with calls at farm homes for 
explanation of county library service. 


County Libraries* 
By Grace Hill, Ames 

County libraries in lowa are coming 
—that is a safe prediction. (In fact 
we have just heard that one is an ae- 
complished fact.) Most of us have seen 
signs of increasing interest, I am sure. 
The wonder is that they are so slow in 
coming, for to us it seems such an ob- 
vious and such a comparatively inex- 
pensive thing. The rural people are 
anxious for the city advantages—they 
want good roads, good schools, radio 
and telephones, and are willing to pay 
for them-—why so little demand for li- 
braries? Psychology tells us that peo- 
ple will inevitably respond to wants 
that seem to them the most important. 
Libraries are as yet a want felt only in- 
differently, if at all, by the majority of 
rural residents.’ It is our problem to 
build up this vague want into one that 
is definite and clamorous. How to do 
this? 

It is useless to base our arguments 
only on reason and intellect for again 
phychology tells us that no appeal to 
reason that is not also an appeal to a 
fundamental want ean be effective. 
What definite appeal then can we make 
that will link up libraries with some 
fundamental instinet or, as the behav- 


*Read at the Newton meeting, May 13, 1927. 


iorists would prefer to say, prepotent 
drive, common to all people? 

We can learn something about this 
from the experiments conducted by the 
Cleveland Publie Library the report 
of which was given in the Library 
Journal some months ago. You will 
remember that about 4.900 invitations 
to join the library were sent to non- 
borrowers. For this purpose six form 
letters were prepared all exactly alike 
except that they differed in the opening 
appeal. One of them began: Would you 
like to earn more money? appealing to 
the desire for personal advancement and 
success. Another began: Is your child 
as strong, fine and outstanding as you 
would like to have him? appealing to 
the parental interest. There were four 
other appeals, to social prestige, recrea- 
tion, curiosity and culture respectively. 

The outstanding feature of the experi- 
ment was the marked success of the pa- 
rental appeal—three times as many re- 
sponded to this letter as to the cultural 
appeal, which would naturally have in- 
fluence only with the highly educated 
group. Our appeal then in talks and 
letters—and I think persuasive letters 
to each family in the county a good way 
to begin on a county library campaign— 
will probably be most effective if linked 
up with parental ambitions for off- 
spring. 

The studies made by the University. 
of Chicago along the line of facility in 
reading, how obtained and what its ad- 
vantages are, will work beautifully in 
this connection. Mr. Brown has well 
summarized these studies recently in an 
article in the Jowa Library Quarterly 
and in the April Libraries. This em- 
phasis on the importance of quantity 
reading and enthralling reading in order 
to develop the habit of speed in reading 
is of great importance to librarians and 
certainly a convincing argument for the 
need of more books in country schools 
and homes. 

The librarian must know her county 
thoroughly and must work with and 
through all the organizations in it—the 
county women’s club, the P. T. A. or- 
ganizations, the farm bureau, the county 
superintendent of schools, the teachers 
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and all the city organizations as well. 
Librarians are apt to make the mistake 
of trying to do too much themselves. 
This will never do in a county library 
campaign. The development of the 
movement must seem to come from the 
people themselves. 

The librarian should have the infor- 
mation, should know the leaders, per- 
sonally interest them in the project and 
have it presented through them to the 
organizations which they represent. Of 
course I think it is well that the librarian 
or a trustee be present at any meeting 
where county libraries are discussed to 
give information and add points which 
the speaker may overlook, but it seems 
to me the talk will be much more ef- 
fective coming from a member of the 
organization than from an _ outsider 
whose job it is to push the use of books. 
There should be good exhibits of county 
library work to display at these meet- 
ings when county libraries are discussed. 

Then the larger aspects are important, 
groups with state-wide influence, such as 
the Iowa Federation of Women’s Clubs 
and the State Farm Bureau. We have 
almost come to feel that women’s clubs 
are the natural sponsors of libraries, 
since it was they who fostered most of 
our public libraries in their beginnings. 
And now that public libraries in towns 
and cities are an accomplished faet, we 
ask them to sponser county libraries. 
The Iowa Federation has given this sub- 
ject a place on its program for the 
spring meeting and much can be done 
through its bulletins and recommenda- 
tions to the local organizations. 

I don’t know whether the State and 
National Farm Bureaus have endorsed 
the idea of county libraries or not. If 
they haven’t they should. We need their 
backing and that of all other groups in- 
terested in rural sociology—including 
the agricultural experiment stations re- 
search work. Most of all we need to in- 
terest the editors of farm journals in 
this subject, for it has been proved that 
a daily paper and a farm journal do 
reach a majority of the rural homes. 

And now a few questions in closing. 
Would it be an effective spur if the A. 
L. A. Committee on Extension offered a 
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gift of $500 or so for books to the first 
county library established im states 
without any county library service? 

Miss Nason in a recent library period- 
ical says that she thinks it a mistake to 
start county libraries on inadequate 
funds with the vain hope that funds 
will grow after the usefulness of the li- 
brary has been proved. Is this sound 
doctrine or is it better to start with a 
quarter of a mill or so and eventually 
work up if possible to the one mill maxi- 
mum ? 

In this connection is it wise for a hi- 
brary to give free service to the town- 
ship schools for example, in the hope 
that by demonstrating the usefulness of 
books, a tax will more easily be pro- 
cured ? 


What Can Librarians Do? 

Before launching a county library 
campaign there are preliminary things 
to do. Here are a few of the things 
some librarians over the state are doing 
to stimulate interest in county libraries 
in their communities. 

1 Selling the idea to their own 
library trustees. 


2 Talking to non-resident borrow- 


3 Informing the county workers 
and the rural leaders such as the 
County Superintendent of Schools, 
County Agricultural Agent, Home 
Demonstration Agent, County Nurse 
and the officers of the Grange and 
Farm Bureau. 


- 


4 Talking before’ teachers’ and 
farmers’ institutes and men’s and wom- 
en’s clubs. 

5 Exhibiting a map of the county 
showing proposed book service to all 
communities and schools. 

6 Giving information to local news- 
papers. 

7 Distributing literature about the 
eounty library. 

8 Holding exhibits at county fairs 
and on other county wide occasions. 

Ohio Libraries, February 1927. 
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County Library Questionnaire 

At many of the district meetings the 
question of allowing library privileges 
to outside borrowers was discussed, 
some libraries making a charge of $1.00, 
some $2.00, others issuing tickets for a 
portion of the year and some making 
no charges. 

At the Clinton meeting Miss Shellen- 
berger suggested that it would be to 
the interest of county library work if 
there could be uniformity in this direc- 
tion and that it might be well for a 
questionnaire to be sent out by the 
County Library Committee to ascertain 
the custom in various libraries of the 
state. 

The questionnaire will go within a 
short time from the committee and li- 
brarians are requested to send replies. 
Later uniformity in this matter will be 
considered. 





Legislation 

As noted in the last issue of the 
Quarterly two library bills were before 
the 42nd G. A.—H. S. 70 ineluding 
towns in county library contracts and 
adding a petition clause to the law, and 
H. F. 71 making the three miil tax, pre- 
viously available for buildings only. 
available also for repairs and improve- 
ments. 

Both passed the House almost wnan.i- 
mously and the latter the Senate unan- 
imously. But the county library bill 
fell into the hands of the Sifting Com- 
mittee and failed to get out not because 
of opposition but because of a legal 
technicality which would require its 
return to the House which was imprae- 
tical during the rush of the closing 
days of the session. 

It would seem wise, previous to the 
next meeting of the legislature to en- 
tirely rewrite the county library law, 
as it has several defects, and have it 
ready for introduction at the opening 
of the session when the chances of its 
passage will be much greater. The see- 
retary of the Library Commission is 
very grateful to the Senators who in- 
terested themselves in the fate of the 
lost bill, 
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Library News of the State 





Alton—Before closing its books and 
turning the management of the library 
over to the library board appointed by 
the mayor, the board of the library 
association passed resolution of thanks 
to Mrs. Bergman for the gift of her 
private library, to Mr. and Mrs. Bur- 
ket for the use of their room for hous- 
ing the library, and to Elizabeth V. 
Pitts and Mrs: Burket for their gen- 
erous service as librarians. Especially 
to Miss Pitts is the suecess of the li- 
brary largely due. 


Ames—Public Library—Olive Ryder, 
librarian for several years, who was 
granted a leave of absence a year ago, 
has now tendered her resignation. 
Grace Hill, librarian for the past year, 
will have charge during the summer of 
the library courses offered by the Uni- 
versity of Utah. Miss Nauman will 
serve as librarian during June and 
July but no librarian has been selected 
for next year. Miss Hawly has also 
presented her resignation to take effect 
in June that she may attend school 
next vear. 


Anamosa—Mrs. Nellie S. Niles has 
resigned from the board of library 
trustees because of poor health. The 
board at a recent meeting adopted a 
resolution of appreciation for the 
faithful and efficient service which 
Mrs. Niles has given the library for a 
number of vears. 


Boone—A large number of books 
have recently been presented to the 
library by Mrs. Charles Van Gorder in 
memory of her son who was killed in 
the late war, Mrs. W. B. Rice, Mrs. 
Margaret Weaver, Mrs. W. A. Bunnell 
and others. 


Burlington — Beginning September 
first, library service will be given to 
the three hospitals. <A call is being 
made for donations of books for this 
purpose. 

















Clinton—-Public Library — At the 
completion of the course a set of books 
used by the extension class in child 
psychology from the State Teachers 
College was presented to the library. 

Council Bluffs—Library Club—The 
Librarians’ Club of Council Bluffs and 
Omaha met May 12th at South High 
School in Omaha. Following a dinner, 
served in the high school cafeteria, a 
brief business meeting was held in the 
high school library. 

Dr. George B. Morse and Dr. Joseph 
S. Jenison of the U. S. Bureau of Ani- 
mal Industry spoke on the work of the 
Bureau in meat inspection at the pack- 
ing houses. 

Council Bluffs— Public Library — 
Four school libraries will be open once 
a week all summer in order that chil- 
dren who live at a distance from the 
library may have books. 

Davenport — The reference books 
used by a class in child development, 
conducted for teachers in the elemen- 
tary department of the Davenport pub- 
lie schools by the Extension Depart- 
ment of the State Teachers College, 
were given to the library at the comple- 
tion of the course. 

Des Moines — Public Library — 
Blanche Smith, for several vears head 
of the reference department, has re- 
signed her position to accept that in 
charge of extension in the Washing- 
ton, D. C., Publie Library. Ora King 
of the order department has been ap- 
pointed to fill this position. Linn Jones, 
children’s librarian, has also resigned 
to become librarian at Chatham, N. J. 
Her position has not been filled. Other 
resignations from the library are Miss 
Van Nostrand from the cireulation de- 
partment. Miss Condon who won a 
scholarship at Columbia University, 
Miss Oslund and Miss Hunter. 

Des Moines—Drake University—Miss 
Felter, assistant in the library for sev- 
eral vears, will go to Peoria to accept 
a position. Miss Williamson is also 
leaving. 

Des Moines —East High — Gladys 
Cavanaugh has resigned her position as 
librarian to take a position in Madi- 


son, Wisconsin, High School. She will 
be succeeded by Miss Larson of last 
year’s class at Illinois Library School. 

Eagle Grove—<April 11, 1927, marked 
the twenty-fifth anniversary of the tax 
appropriation for the support of the 
library. Twenty-five vears ago on May 
second announcement was received of 
a Carnegie gift for a building. The li- 
brary has had a steady growth during 
all these years and points today to 
building, equipment, book collection 
and service as indications of its suc- 
cess. 

Elkader—The new library sponsored 
by the Parent-Teachers Association was 
opened to the public on April 29th. 
Marguerite Hyde is librarian. 

Forest City—The library building 
erected by tax has long been inade- 
quate for library purposes and in June 
the question of a new building to cost 
approximately $17,000 will be = sub- 
mitted to the voters. 

Grinnell—The Nisimaha Camp Fire 
Girls are to conduct a campfire book 
shelf in the library. Each week a dif- 
ferent girl has charge of the shelf 
selecting from the general collection 
and placing on the shelf books pertain- 
ing to a particular craft. 

Hampton—aA contract has been made 
between the library board and the 
board of education at Geneva for the 
use of the library by that school. The 
A. L. A. county library posters are 
being exhibited in the library. 

The library Club has given to the 
library a beautiful framed painting of 
the Grand Canyon. 

Ida Grove — The increase of its use 
has necessitated the opening of the li- 
brary an additional afternoon. An in- 
erease in the tax levy will also permit 
further expansion of its resources. 

Iowa City — University Library 
Cora Hendee, for the past three years 
at the head of the circulation depart- 
ment, leaves early in June to accept 
the position of librarian at Highland 
Park. Illinois. Miss Hendee was li- 
brarian at Council Bluffs previous to 
going to the university and will be 
missed from Towa circles. 
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Mason City—At the request of the 
postmaster, a library station has been 
established in the recreation room of 
the post office for the use of the em- 
ployees of whom there are about fifty. 

Morning Sun—aA gift of one hundred 
fifty books has been received by the 
library from the private library of 
Rev. J. K. Milligan, a former resident 
now living in Pittsburgh. 

Mt. Pleasant—Iowa Wesleyan Col- 
lege—The corner stone of the P. E. O. 
Memorial Library was laid April 25th 
with ceremonies attended by prominent 
members of the P. E. O. from many 
midwestern states. .The material to be 
placed in the box of the corner stone 
was collected by Mrs. Florence McKib- 
ben, librarian of Wesleyan College. 

Ottumwa—The property adjoining 
the Carnegie library building has re- 
cently been purchased. On this a larger 
building will eventually be erected 
which will more adequately meet the 
needs of the city for efficient library 
service. The property will be rented 
until money accumulates for a_build- 
ing. 

Riceville—The library celebrated its 
4th birthday on April 4th. It was 
started with about 200 books donated 
by Mr. and Mrs. McConnell when they 
left for California. It now has 1,576 
books and 575 peop'e have borrower’s 
cards. 

Twice within the four years has the 
library lost its librarian by death. 
Will Greely died in 1925 and Mrs. Eva 
Adel Tyrrell died in April of this year. 

Sanborn—The Twentieth Century 
and Klio Clubs have joined in the ex- 
pense and work of beautifying the li- 
brary grounds by the planting of 
shrubbery and flowers. 

Sioux City—Rev. E. H. Gaynor who 
has served for five years as a member 
of the board of library trustees de- 
clined reappointment and Dr. F. H. 
Roost was named as his suecessor by 
the mayor. 

Iva Glessner has been appointed act- 
ing head of the adult department and 
Claire Stitson assistant. Fairmont Park 
Branch is ready for occupancy. 





Spencer — Dr. Charles C. Collester 
has been appointed a member of the 
library board to succeed the late Wil- 
liam Flindt, Sr. 

Sutherland—aA gift of $25.00 for the 
purchase of new books has been made 


by the Monday Club. A plan for story 
telling during the summer months has 
been inaugurated. During the year 
since the new library building was 
opened the library has doubled its eir- 
culation. 

Waterloo—The East Waterloo school 
board has voted $300 to be given to the 
library for the purchase of books for 
the use of the school. 

Webster City — Second, third and 
fourth grade rooms in the south build- 
ing made a visit to the library during 
April where an interesting talk was 
given to each group by Miss Crosley 
and book lists distributed for summer 
reading. On the return to their room 
the fourth grade pupils gave talks on 
their visit to the library and composi- 
tions were written telling what they 
had learned. 

West Branch—The Enlow library 
has received from Robert Enlow a 
model made by him of the ship ‘‘Con- 
stitution.’’ Robert is grandnephew of 
Mrs. Huldah Enlow who donated the 
library building. His picture appeared 
in a recent issue of the Youth’s Com- 
panion with one of his ship models for 
which he has received a special award. 

Book and Periodical Exchange 

The Jefferson Public Library wishes 
Nos. 57 and 58 of ‘‘Character Sketches’”’ 
and No. 20 of ‘‘Great Men and Famous 
Women’’ published by Selmar Hess. 
The library has duplicates of other 
numbers which they will be glad to ex- 
change or give away. Address Nellie 
Hopper, librarian. 





Mr. Harlan, curator of the State 
Historical Department, has duplicate 
copies of Iowa newspapers, some of 
which are bound volumes running back 
twenty-five years, which he will give 
to libraries asking for them. A few 
New York and Chicago papers can 
also be supplied. 
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